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Hashtag Sign on Linux?
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If you open the configuration file on the Linux Server, you
will usually find many comments used in the file, which are
started by a hashtag sign (#). This aims to explain a
configuration that is under comment. But sometimes you want
to see the configuration without having to look at the
explanation of the configuration.

Problem

How to display a file without the hashtag sign on Linux?

Solution

For example, I want to see the default configuration file
for the fstab file, which is located at /etc/fstab, and by
default, it will look like the image below:

[root@RockylLinux9 etcl# cat fstab
/etc/fstab
Created by anaconda on Thu Sep 19 67:29:32

Accessible filesystems, by reference, are maintained under '/dev/disk/'.
See man pages fstab(5), findfs(8), mount(8) and/or blkid(8) for more info.

After editing this file, run 'systemctl daemon-reload' to update systemd
units generated from this file.

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

=+

/dev/mapper/rl_rockylinux9-root / xfs defaults B B
UUID=B66eb699-fd9c-45ae-bba8-6¢c22B8e767ed7 /boot xfs defaul
/dev/mapper/rl_rockylinux9-swap swap defaults B B
[root@RockylLinux9 etc]

The fstab file

As far as I know, there are 3 methods to display the file
without the hash sign:
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1. Using the grep command

To use the grep command, you can use the format below:

grep -v '#' filename

In this case, type the command below:

grep -v '#' /etc/fstab

And it will look like the image below:
[root@RockylLinux9 etcl# grep -v '#' Jetc/fstab

/dev/mapper/rl_rockylinux9-root / xfs defaults

UUID=066eb699-fd9c-45ae-bba8-6c228e767ad/ /boot xfs defaul
/dev/mapper/rl_rockylinux9-swap defaults B a
[root@RockylLinux9 etc]

Using the grep command

2. Using the sed command

To use the sed command, you can use the format below:

sed '/#/d' filename

In this case, type the command below:

sed '/#/d' /etc/fstab

And it will look like the image below:

[root@RockyLinux9 etcl# sed '/#/d' /etc/fstab

/dev/mapper/rl_rockylinux9-root / xfs defaults

UUID=866eb699-fd9c-45ae-bba8-6c22B8e767ed7 /boot xfs defaults
/dev/mapper/rl_rockylinux9-swap swap defaults 68
[root@RockylLinux9 etc]

Using the sed command

3. Using the awk command

To use the awk command, you can use the format below:

awk '! /#/' filename


https://sysadminpedia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/linux-check-without-hashtag-2.png
https://sysadminpedia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/linux-check-without-hashtag-3.png

In this case, type the command below:

awk '! /#/' /Jetc/fstab

And it will look like the image below:

[root@RockylLinux9 etcl# awk '! /#/' /etc/fstab

[/dev/mapper/rl_rockylinux9-root / xfs defaults
UUID=866eb699-fd9c-45ae-bba8-6c228e767ed7 /boot xfs defau
/dev/mapper/rl_rockylinux9-swap swap defaults
[root@RockylLinux9 etc]
Using the awk command

Note

Usually, when you use either of the three commands above to
display a sentence that does not start with a hash mark in a
Linux file, the result may be a lot of empty spaces, for
example, in the zabbix agentd.conf file, as shown in the
image below:

PidFile=/run/zabbix/zabbix_agentd.pid

LogFile=/var/log/zabbix-agent/zabbix_agentd.log

LogFileSize=6

The initial output

So if you want to only display the results without any blank
spaces, then use the command below:

grep -v '“#' /etc/zabbix/zabbix agentd.conf | grep -v '"$'

and the result will be as shown in the image below:
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PidFile=/run/zabbix/zabbix_agentd.pid
LogFile=/var/log/zabbix-agent/zabbix_agentd.log
LogFileSize=6

The expected result

If the file comments do not use a hashtag sign, for

example, use a semicolon (;), replace the hashtag sign with
a semicolon sign in one of the commands above, and it should
display a configuration that does not start with the
semicolon sign:

rootl@ubuntuz2404:~# ca
<VirtualHost *:80:

</VirtualHost>
rootlBubuntu24
root@ubuntu2404: ~4#
root@ubuntu2404:~4#
<VirtualHost

ErrorLog ${APACHE LOG
CustomLog 5{APACH -

</VirtualHost>
root@Bubuntu2404:~#
Using the semicolon sign
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